Seton Hall University

eRepository @ Seton Hall
Petersheim Academic Exposition

Petersheim Academic Exposition

2019

DACA: An Overview of Benefits and Look to the
Future
Elif Kucuk
Seton Hall University

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarship.shu.edu/petersheim-exposition
Part of the Race and Ethnicity Commons, Social Policy Commons, and the Social Work
Commons
Recommended Citation
Kucuk, Elif, "DACA: An Overview of Benefits and Look to the Future" (2019). Petersheim Academic Exposition. 78.
https://scholarship.shu.edu/petersheim-exposition/78

DACA: An Overview of Benefits and Look to the Future
Elif Kucuk, Seton Hall University
You are eligible for DACA if you:

What is DACA?
DACA is the “Deferred Action
for Childhood Arrivals”
program that President
Obama initiated in 2012.
The purpose of this program
was to provide relief from
deportation to those eligible
young people who illegally
entered the country under
the 2
age of 16 with their
parents and gave them the
privilege to work legally.

Objectives:
1. What is the current state of the DACA
program?
2. What are the qualifications to be eligible for
DACA?
3. What are the benefits provided to the
current recipients?
4. What solutions should be implemented to
develop a more sustainable program?

Although DACA is still active,
the recipients are in a
constant battle to keep their
place within the program.
With the recent lawsuits and
court rulings, Congress will
not make a decision with
regard to the status of DACA
before June 30, 2019.

The recipients of the DACA program are
offered limited benefits, which consist of
the protection from deportation for two
years, and a 2-year work permit. In certain
states, recipients were able to qualify for
driver’s licenses and in-state tuition for
higher education. The DACA program was
able to provide undocumented immigrants
with the opportunity to receive an
education and attain a career that not only
benefits their lives, but also benefits the
government’s economic standing.

What benefits are not granted by
DACA?
The eligibility of receiving permanent
resident status and the authorization
of citizenship are rights that are not
given to the recipients. Even though
immigrants have lived in the U.S. for
years and have contributed to the
government’s economy, they are still
being treated as outsiders. They are
being withheld from receiving the
benefits and resources that they
deserve.

1. Were under the age of 31 as of June 15, 2012;
2. Came to the United States before reaching your
16th birthday;
3. Have continuously resided in the United States
since June 15, 2007;
4. Were physically present in the United States on
June 15, 2012, and at the time of making your
request for consideration of deferred action
with USCIS;
5. Had no lawful status on June 15, 2012;
6. Are currently in school, have graduated or
obtained a certificate of completion from high
school, have obtained a general education
development (GED) certificate, or are an
honorably discharged veteran of the Coast
Guard or Armed Forces of the United States;
and
7. Have not been convicted of a felony, significant
misdemeanor, or three or more other
misdemeanors, and do not otherwise pose a
threat to national security or public safety.

According to a recent study done by the
Center for American Progress,
legalizing the “Dreamers” will raise the
average income of all Americans and
significantly improve the United States’
economy. Congress should improve
and make DACA permanent for all
those who are eligible and grant them
citizenship and permanent resident
status. To make this program more
sustainable, Congress needs to pass
legislations/policies that will offer the
undocumented immigrants with new
and permanent lives.

